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Feminism

Privilege

Oppression

Gender

Sex

Sexuality

Intersectionality

Social construction
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“One of the most characteristic and ubiquitous features of the world as

experienced by oppressed people is the double bind—situations in

which options are reduced to a very few and all of them expose one to

penalty, censure or deprivation. For example, it is often a requirement

upon oppressed people that we smile and be cheerful. If we comply, we

signal our docility and our acquiescence in our situation. We need not,

then, be taken note of. We acquiesce in being made invisible, in our

occupying no space. We participate in our own erasure. On the other

hand, anything but the sunniest countenance exposes us to being

perceived as mean, bitter, angry or dangerous. This means, at the least,

that we may be found “difficult” or unpleasant to work with, which is

enough to cost one one’s livelihood; at worst, being seen as mean,

bitter, angry or dangerous has been known to result in rape, arrest,

beating and murder. One can only choose to risk one’s preferred form

and rate of annihilation” (ibid.)



Definitions: privilege



Definitions: privilege

“…unearned assets that I can count on cashing in each day,

but about which I was ‘meant’ to remain oblivious… like

an invisible weightless knapsack of special provisions, maps,

passports, codebooks, visas, clothes, tools and blank checks.”

-- Peggy McIntosh
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In 1992, Time magazine published an
article which posited a sex-based
difference in cognitive ability based on the
thickness of the corpus callosum, which
bridges the hemispheres of the brain. It
was claimed that the bridge is wider in
women than in men, allowing for more
connections between areas of the brain,
which ostensibly accounted for women's
“intuition” and ability to multi-task, whilst
impairing our ability to perform focussed
visual-spatial tasks, like parking a vehicle
or complex mathematics.
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Getting clear on sex and gender

“One is not simply a body, but, in some very key sense,

one does one's body. … [T]hose who fail to do their

gender right are regularly punished. … [T]he various

acts of gender creates the idea of gender, and without those

acts, there would be no gender at all. … The tacit

collective agreement to perform, produce, and sustain

discrete and polar genders as cultural fictions is obscured

by the credibility of its own production. The authors of

gender become entranced by their own fictions whereby

the construction compels one's belief in its necessity and

naturalness” (Butler, p. 99).
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Patriarchy seems to have emerged
from primitive kinships systems in
pre-state societies. Kinship systems
were premised on the exchange of
women as the most valuable of gifts.

With women as gifts, and men as
gift-exchange partners, the subject-
object relationship was established.
So too was the compulsion to
control female sexuality and
autonomy, and enforce
heterosexuality and marriage.
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When a person is viewed and-or treated as an
object, rather than a subject.

Objectification dehumanises the person in
question and ignores or subjugates her agency.

Sexual objectification is considered to be a
major component of the way in which a
patriarchal society oppresses women.

Amongst other things, it involves treating
women as property, ignoring women's
subjectivity, silencing, and viewing them as
instrumental to the desires of men.
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Instrumentality. The objectifier treats the object as a tool

of his or her purposes.

Denial of autonomy. The objectifier treats the object as

lacking in autonomy and self-determination.

Inertness. The objectifier treats the object as lacking in

agency, and perhaps also in activity.

Fungibility. The objectifier treats the object as

interchangeable (a) with other objects of the same type

and/or (b) with objects of other types.

Violability. The objectifier treats the object as lacking in

boundary integrity, as something that it is permissible to

break up, smash, break into.

Ownership. The objectifier treats the object as something

that is owned by another, can be bought or sold, etc.

Denial of subjectivity. The objectifier treats the object as

something whose experience and feelings (if any) need not

be taken into account
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Pornography is one of the most extreme and obvious

everyday examples of the sexual objectification of women.

The consumption of pornographic material by men

contributes heavily to the creation and maintenance of the

view of women as sex objects.

Pornography can be defined as ‘the graphic sexually explicit

subordination of women though pictures or words that also

includes women dehumanised as sexual objects, things, or

commodities; enjoying pain or humiliation or rape; being

tied up, cut up, mutilated, bruised, or physically hurt; in

postures of sexual submission or servility or display;

reduced to body parts, penetrated by objects or animals, or

presented in scenarios of degradation, injury, torture; shown

as filthy or inferior; bleeding, bruised, or hurt in a context

that makes these conditions sexual’ (MacKinnon 1987, 176).
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Back in 2006, a rapist in Manitoba, Canada, was given no jail time

because, according to the judge, the 26-year-old woman, who was forced

into intercourse in the woods along a highway, met the rapist under

"inviting circumstances." He noted that she and her friend were wearing,

"tube tops with no bra, high heels and plenty of makeup.”

"They made their intentions publicly known that they wanted to party ...

This is a different case than one where there is no perceived invitation," the

judge, Robert Dewar, said. "This is a case of misunderstood signals and

inconsiderate behavior."

"If I'm walking around in my underwear and I'm drunk? Who else's fault

can it be? […] You know, if you don't want to entice a rapist, don't wear

high heels so you can't run from him. If you're wearing something that says,

'Come and fuck me,' you'd better be good on your feet." Chrissie Hynde,

2015.

After118 women were killed in acts of domestic violence in Italy that year,

along with a wave of sexual violence throughout the country: "They

provoke the worst instincts, which end in violence or sexual abuse […] They

should search their consciences and ask: Did we bring this on ourselves?“

Piero Corsi, a Catholic priest in Italy in 2012.

Source: https://mic.com/articles/141781/here-are-9-times-clothing-was-blamed-for-

sexual-assault-rather-than-the-obvious#.LOx4eqEoQ
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Spice-girls feminism:

You can have it all!

Intersectional feminism:

The radical notion that you can’t have it all!

Our struggle is not individual, it is both local and global.

Making gains at the expense of other women or at the expense

of poor or racialised communities is not feminism.

Being an ally, extending solidarity, offering your privilege as a

resource for others’ self-determined needs is feminism.

Real feminism is a moral commitment to a fight for justice. It

begins with the most oppressed, and no-one is left behind.
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