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Feminism

Privilege

Oppression

Gender

Sex

Sexuality

Intersectionality

Social construction
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“One of the most characteristic and ubiquitous features of the world as

experienced by oppressed people is the double bind—situations in

which options are reduced to a very few and all of them expose one to

penalty, censure or deprivation. For example, it is often a requirement

upon oppressed people that we smile and be cheerful. If we comply, we

signal our docility and our acquiescence in our situation. We need not,

then, be taken note of. We acquiesce in being made invisible, in our

occupying no space. We participate in our own erasure. On the other

hand, anything but the sunniest countenance exposes us to being

perceived as mean, bitter, angry or dangerous. This means, at the least,

that we may be found “difficult” or unpleasant to work with, which is

enough to cost one one’s livelihood; at worst, being seen as mean,

bitter, angry or dangerous has been known to result in rape, arrest,

beating and murder. One can only choose to risk one’s preferred form

and rate of annihilation” (ibid.)



Definitions: privilege



Definitions: privilege

“…unearned assets that I can count on cashing in each day,

but about which I was ‘meant’ to remain oblivious… like

an invisible weightless knapsack of special provisions, maps,

passports, codebooks, visas, clothes, tools and blank checks.”

-- Peggy McIntosh
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In 1992, Time magazine published an
article which posited a sex-based
difference in cognitive ability based on the
thickness of the corpus callosum, which
bridges the hemispheres of the brain. It
was claimed that the bridge is wider in
women than in men, allowing for more
connections between areas of the brain,
which ostensibly accounted for women's
“intuition” and ability to multi-task, whilst
impairing our ability to perform focussed
visual-spatial tasks, like parking a vehicle
or complex mathematics.
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Getting clear on sex and gender

“One is not simply a body, but, in some very key sense,

one does one's body. … [T]hose who fail to do their

gender right are regularly punished. … [T]he various

acts of gender creates the idea of gender, and without those

acts, there would be no gender at all. … The tacit

collective agreement to perform, produce, and sustain

discrete and polar genders as cultural fictions is obscured

by the credibility of its own production. The authors of

gender become entranced by their own fictions whereby

the construction compels one's belief in its necessity and

naturalness” (Butler, p. 99).
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