
Frequently asked questions about FUB’s free higher education courses 
  
When and where will the courses take place? 
  
The courses will take place in various venues around the City. Once we know 
how many people want to do the courses, we will then book and confirm 
venues. We want the courses to be accessible so will confirm the times and 
dates when we have feedback from participants on their preferences. 
  
What are the commitments in terms of course work, reading, exams 
etc? 
  
The courses have been designed so that people who work, care for others or 
have other commitments can still do them. Therefore, there will be one study 
session per week of around 2 - 3 hours and reading / coursework will be 
minimal. However we will be glad to recommend more reading and 
coursework for those who want it.  
 
We do not think exams are necessary as they are stressful and not the best 
way of assessing people’s abilities. We will be awarding this degree on two 
bases, 1) by attendance without assessment; or 2) by assessment of essays 
on a pass or fail basis.  
  
I find reading and writing difficult, will there be any help or support? 
  
The courses have been designed so that learning is mainly done through 
group talks and discussion. We will provide help and support to those who 
need it. It is best to contact us and let us know your needs so we can work 
out how best to support you. 
 
How many years will it take to get my free degree? 
  
Three to four. After year one you will receive a certificate. Year two will be 
equivalent to a diploma and we envisage it will take 3-4 years to complete 
the degree. Four is more realistic for a part-time degree. 
 
  
Can I just attend some of the courses? 
  
Yes. If you don’t wish to work towards a degree, you can just choose the 
ones you like. 
  
  
Are you offering the same degrees as other universities? 
  
No. Our aim is to establish a higher education course that is a genuine 
alternative to the ones offered by British universities.  
 



We began this project by listing all the things we consider to be bad about 
conventional universities and throwing them into the bin! For example 
competition, stratifying students by grading, education that is oriented to 
what achieves the most income for a university rather that what is 
educationally or socially good.  
 
We then designed this course on what we believe education should be 
about. For example, educational curiosity, discovery, self development, 
building intellectual self-confidence, learning for pleasure and, of course, 
education that is accessible to all.  
 
In many ways what we are offering is comparable to a conventional university 
degree. But we are confident we can offer people a better educational 
experience, one that is free and open to all, is collaborative rather than 
competitive and is jointly directed by teachers and students. 
  
Will this degree be recognised by employers? 
  
That really depends on the employer and how much emphasis they put on 
conventional education institutions. Our courses will be taught by the same 
professors and lecturers who work at conventional universities and our 
educational content and outcomes will be validated by independent 
academics as meeting a certain standard. Conventional universities also self-
validate using external assessors, so we are confident that our ‘degree’ is as 
good as any other higher education course. 
 
  
Can I do a degree with you in a subject of my choice? 
  
No. This isn’t possible as we rely on volunteer teachers / facilitators, many of 
whom have other academic or teaching jobs. What we can offer is a mixed 
subject course based on what our volunteers offer to teach. Where we get a 
number of requests for the same subject, we can look for volunteers who 
teach that subject and add them to the course next year. 
  
 


